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The Prairie View
    ephs program on november 10th

KOPPERL SHOWS US HOW
WHAT:  Preserving Family Photographs, a free 
2-hour program
WHEN: Thursday, November 10 from 7:00-9:00 pm
WHERE:  City Center Heritage Rooms 3 & 4 
PRESENTED BY: photo preservationist and Historical 
Society board member, Dave Kopperl

Most of us have home photos that we can readily 
admit look different than they did when first 
processed. Faded color, stain, yellowed or spotted 
silver images are just a few of the results from 
less than optimal processing and/or storage. Dave 
Kopperl, 30-year specialist in photo preservation, 
will present examples and advice for salvaging 
damage to family photos.  

Please bring examples from your collection. (perhaps 
like this one of my sister, my friend & me).

 
Dave spent 34 years at Eastman Kodak Company 
in The Image Stability Technical Center. He was a 
member of the committees that wrote standard 
tests for image permanence and longevity. After 
early retirement at Kodak, he moved to St Cloud 
where he tested photo safety and shelf life of 
Creative Memories’ products.  He has been a 
volunteer consultant to several museums and 
historical societies. In 1991 he received a team 
technical academy award for a motion picture 
preservation technique.    

   cummins house has stories to tell 
GHOST WALKS IN OCTOBER

Helen and Mildred Phipps usually didn’t return to school 
in September. Unlike “city kids” who went back to class to 
learn enunciation and, heaven forbid, arithmetic tables, the 
Phipps girls had “excused absences,” as did most Eden Prairie 
students. After all, farm kids helped their parents dawn-to-
dusk until all the crops were picked, bundled or processed and 
stored. Hard work yet festive, Eden Prairie’s late season harvest 
kept families fed all winter with extra being sold or traded 
for a profit. The Phipps family grew asparagus, grain, berries, 
chicken and eggs. Their farm house was a prominent residence 
in old Eden Prairie and the 200-acre operation was a successful 
business. The fact that this historic, hand-built, early brick 
home with outbuildings still survives as a City-owned structure 
is another success story! The Eden Prairie Historical Society is 
proud to invite you to meet the ghosts some of Eden Prairie’s 
hardy and dedicated early citizens. They will come to life at the 
old homestead on two October evenings. You’ll be amazed at 
the stories they have to tell.

WHAT: Second Annual Ghost Walk
WHEN: 7:00 pm on Fri. October 14 & Sat. October 15 
WHERE: Cummins-Phipps-Grill House 13600 Pioneer Trail
RESERVATIONS: cumminshse@edenprairiehistory.org or 
612-910-2850. $10 adults, $5 students & seniors

An early view of the Cummins-Phipps-Grill house as captured by artist 
Les Kouba. Limited edition prints available for sale at the City Center, the 
proceeds from which goes to ciy-wide heritage preservation.



   reuel’s peek into the past
SCHOOL DAYS: 12 GOOD YEARS IN EDEN PRAIRIE

editor’s note: The following was presented by Reuel Long 
at the Historical Society’s 2011 Annual Meeting. Four 
decades of Eden Prairie High School graduates entertained 
the audience with stories and reflections about their school 
years. In addition to Reuel, class of 1942, there was Ben 
Adams, 1991, David Keiski, 1978 and Jim Clark, 1970. Here’s 
what Reuel had to say: 

I started school at age 6 in 1930. Attendance in the 
Consolidated School averaged about 200 with 80 in High 
School. My graduating class was the largest up to that time, 
at 22 students. The first 8 grades had 2 grades per room, 
a lot better than the one-room schools. That school still 
stands and is now the district Administration Building. 

There were many things I liked about that brown brick 
building. It had electric lights, a big improvement over 
the kerosene lamps at home. We did not have electricity 
until 1938. Also, there was running water at the push of a 
button. My Dad had to pump a pail of water each day and 
bring it into the house where we all drank from the dipper. 
And, at school the toilet seats were warm, whereas our 
outhouse at home, when zero degrees outside, was not so 
good.

My favorite teacher was Conley Engstrom, our basketball 
coach, who taught math, science, chemistry and physics. 
He also taught us about life through sports: team work, 
sportsmanship and how to compete. I liked basketball and 
was named team captain; we made the All-Conference 
Squad my Junior and Senior years!

I was president of the Student Council my Senior year and 
attended the State High School Student Council Convention 

in St. Cloud, staying at 
a PTA member’s home 
overnight, taking the bus 
up and back. Upon return I 
was asked to give a report 
to the student body. All 
went well; I think what 
they were most interested 
in was finding out what 
it was like to ride in a 
Greyhound Bus.

I began piano lessons 
when I was 9 years old 
and by the time I was 14, 
I was accompanying Glee 
Club. Through high school, I 
was playing between acts of class plays, performing Elgar’s 
Pomp and Circumstance for graduations and playing for the 
Eden Prairie Presbyterian Church.
 
Since graduation in 1942 I have made a point of keeping in 
touch with the Eden Prairie Schools, helping to “Save the 
Gym” and chairing the Eden Prairie Schools Foundation 
when we put on a 75-Year All-School Reunion. 

I would like to close with an item from our December 1939 
school newsletter, “The Buzzer” (which also served as the 
Eden Prairie community newspaper for a number of years). 
SERVING OF HOT LUNCHES RESUMED 
“Because of added expenses the tickets were sold at 15¢ for 
five lunches, but now they may be bought for 12¢. Single 
meal tickets are 3¢ however.” 
Those were the days when you stopped to pick up a penny!

Graduating Senior Reuel Long at 
age 17, 1942

    jim’s peek into the future
EVEN AN OLD HISTORICAL SOCIETY HAS TO KEEP PACE

Most of us “history buffs” grew up in an age when the 
technology that is available today was unimaginable. Today 
we are surrounded by social media and technology that 
boggles the mind. Some of us have embraced it and some 
of us have ignored it.  As an Historical Society we certainly 
have reason to get stuck in the past but we have to 
recognize that if we want to share our past with our “future 
customers” we must keep pace. Armed with very little cash 
for such projects (and often times inadequate knowledge) 
we’re trying, but at times, it’s easier said than done. 

Currently we maintain a modest web site at www.

edenprairiehistory.org.  You can get a simple overview of 
Eden Prairie history, keep updated with our current events 
at our blog, “buy a brick” and some other cool things. In the 
future we will be adding links and videos from our YouTube 
Channel.  And finally, you get updates on what is going on 
and see current photo’s on our Facebook page ... find us 
and “friend” us, as they say. But if all this is something you 
care to not dabble in, no fear, we will keep you posted with 
this newsletter and announcements in the Eden Prairie 
News and other print media.

Jim Clark, reluctant webmaster



   meet steve schussler
FROM THE PRESIDENT

Meet Steve 
Schussler: 
entrepreneur, 
restaurateur, 
philanthropist, 
innovator, 
author, CEO and 
now the proud 
owner of an 
historic barn on 
Pioneer Trail!

The 1940’s Ramus barn sits on land that was once 
part of the old Goodrich Hotel property, overlooking 
Staring Lake. The barn, farm house and all out buildings 
were condemned by Hennepin County to make way 
for the new four-lane Pioneer Trail expansion. During 
the process, the State Historical Society recognized the 
historic value of the barn as the first in Minnesota to 
be constructed with laminate trusses. The house and 
outbuildings did not survive but the most important 
structure remains standing, thanks to Mr. Schussler. 
He purchased the barn at a County Auction as the sole 
bidder! If not for his action, the barn would have likely 
been torn down as well.  

Rehabilitation work on the barn will be on-going. One 
project of note is the new insulated roof. The thoughtful 
design allows the unique cathedral-like interior to remain 
unobstructed and retain its historic integrity.  

Mr. Schussler purchased the Remus barn to use as one 
of his “labs” for future restaurants. But stay tuned, his 
creativity and incredible talent will pleasantly surprise the 
community! The other reason he bought the barn was “to 
save it, preserve it and make it something for Eden Prairie 
to be proud of!” How lucky are we?  Thank you Steve; we 
look forward to partnering with you.  

5th Annual Antique Fair at the Smith-Douglas-More House 
took place on August 13th. Thank you to Ann Schuster of 
Dunn Brothers, M & I Bank, Eden Prairie News and our 
Eden Prairie Historical Society for sponsoring this always-
popular community day. The fair continued its tradition 
of hosting around 10 dealers that offered a wide variety 
of collectibles. Shoppers of all ages, from college students 
looking for something unique for their dorm rooms to 
adults searching for reminders of their past, enjoyed the 
event! A special thank you to all volunteers who helped to 
make the Antique Fair a great success.  See you next year!

Kathie Case, President

 Kathie and Ron Case with ‘barn rescuer,’ 
Steve Schussler.

   eden prairie’s annual harvest festival
SUNBONNET DAY

WHAT: Sunbonnet Day and Dorenkemper Open House
WHEN: Saturday, September 10th from 11:00-2:00
WHERE: Riley-Jacques Farmstead, 9100 Riley Lake Road

   what does “historic” mean, anyway?
WHY PRESERVE?

Why preserve? Clearly this is a complicated question – but 
there’s a fairly simple way to approach it. Instead of asking, 
“Is this building historic?” it may make more sense to ask, 
“Is this building worth saving?” When you strip away all the 
jargon and rhetoric, historic preservation is simply having 
the good sense to hang on to something – an older build-
ing or neighborhood or a piece of landscape, for instance 
– because it’s important to us as individuals and/or as a 
community.

This importance may derive from any of several factors:
• Some older buildings are important simply because 

they’re good to look at. They enrich and enliven their 
surroundings. These buildings are worth saving be-
cause our communities would be less interesting, less 
attractive, without them.

• Others are worth saving because they have plenty of 
good use left in them. Innovative examples of what’s 
called “adaptive reuse” can be found everywhere;  the 
Smith-Douglas-More Dunn Bros. is a perfect example. 
Reuse is good for the environment; think of it as the 
Ultimate Recycling. It can be good for the pocketbook 
too, since reusing an old building means avoiding the 
expense of demolition and saving materials and crafts-
manship that are costly (or even impossible) to replace 
today.

• Finally, some places are worth saving because they link 
us with our past and help us understand who we are. 
Places like Gettysburg, the Alamo and Independence 
Hall tell America’s story. But places that tell your story 
are worth saving too: the house where your grandpar-
ents lived, the school you attended, the movie theater 
where you had your first date and the church where 
you were married. 

That’s what historic preservation is really all about. It’s 
about hanging on to what’s important.



With the responsibility to protect its past, the Society’s mission is to: gather, preserve and protect 
Eden Prairie’s historic artifacts and memorabilia; share the stories of its people and places with 
audiences of all ages; and foster an understanding and appreciation for historic preservation.

The Prairie View. Editor Betsy Adams, betsyadams@comcast.net. Eden Prairie Historical Society, 
8080 Mitchell Road, Eden Prairie, MN 55344. Website: www.edenprairiehistory.org.  Please let us 
know of changes or corrections to your mailing or e-mail addresses by leaving them at 

The town that would become Eden Prairie beckoned 
adventurous pioneers with its rich prairie land, abundant 
trees, food sources and the Minnesota River for 
transportation. Settlers came from America’s East Coast, 
Ireland, Germany, Sweden, England and Bohemia. They 
came for a better life, to worship freely, to build homes 
for future generations and to enable better lives for their 
children. They came with different skills and experiences 
but they all became farmers. The small, rural township 
of Eden Prairie was organized the same day in 1858 that 
Minnesota became a state.  It was sparsely populated with 
304 people; the farms were scattered across its 36 square 
miles. From the beginning, all Eden Prairie citizens agreed 
that education was a responsibility and a privilege.

In earliest days, “school” was around someone’s kitchen 
table, later in drafty log buildings. By the 1870s the 
community understood that the best opportunity for 
children to get an education was to build modern schools. 
Four farmers donated land and four schools were built and 
named in their honor: Anderson, Jarrett, Gould and Wolf. 
The sparkling new one-room schoolhouses were classic 
white clapboard, about 26 x 34 feet in size, with a door on 
one end and windows on two sides for cross ventilation 
and light. There was no heat, electricity or running water. 
The outhouses were indeed outside, attached to the back 
of the schoolhouse; one for the boys and one for the girls. 
Given that pioneer children were needed at home for farm 
work, the school year ran from mid-October to mid-April 
but the schoolhouses were well utilized year round, serving 
as social centers for dances and picnics, church services and 
political meetings.
 
At first, there were no specific educational qualifications 
for teachers other than a desire to teach. Some time later, 
applicants had to pass an examination administered by the 
county commissioners to earn a teacher’s certificate. Still, 
many of the certified teachers had less than an 8th grade 
education. They taught penmanship, arithmetic, grammar, 
spelling, reading, geography and history to students, grades 

1 through 8, all in one room! Wooden desks were arranged 
in an orderly manner, a wood-burning stove stood in the 
center, the teacher’s desk at the front. There was a flag, a 
globe and pictures of the presidents. The older kids were 
role models and mentors for the youngsters who would 
listen to recitations of multiplication tables and rules of 
grammar as well as readings from McGuffey’s Reader. 
Children wrote and drew on slates with chalk, as paper 
was a luxury many schools couldn’t afford. Parents had 
school responsibilities too. They boarded the teachers for a 
certain number of weeks, based on the number of children 
enrolled, and were expected to supply wood and water to 
the school. 

In 1911 Minnesota passed legislation that provided financial 
incentives and guidelines for consolidating community 
schools. In 1916 a citizen campaign for consolidation of the 
four one-room schools was begun in Eden Prairie. It was an 
emotional, actively debated issue. A special election took 
place in September at Miller’s Hall and of the 150 qualified 
voters, 124 voted in favor of consolidation. World War I 
caused delays so it was not until 1920 that the school board 
voted in favor of a bond drive to build the new school. The 
Grand Opening of the Consolidated School was on April 25, 
1924. 1924 was also the year that Eden Prairie’s four one-
room schoolhouses were decommissioned, closed and sold. 
The end of an era and the beginning of a new one.

    a heritage of community spirit
LITTLE SCHOOLHOUSES ON THE PRAIRIE
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