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50 years and going strong

EDEN PRAIRIE HISTORICAL SOCIETY CELEBRATES 50 YEARS
In 1979, Eden Prairie: The First 100 Years was published,
written by Helen Holden Anderson who passed away on
October 13, 2009 at the dignified age of 98. She founded
the Eden Prairie Historical Society in 1969 and was its
president until 1987. Within the book’s introduction, she
writes,
In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
“huge barns and large rambling farmhouses dotted the
landscape. It became an area of yellow grain and red
clover fields, apple orchards and raspberry patches, with
large herds of cattle grazing on the hillside.
This was Eden Prairie ... for more than one hundred
years. But suddenly a change took place. All that had
been built was swept away. It came so fast many hardly
realized what had happened.”
The stuff of our history was disappearing. And so, with
great wisdom and foresight, the idea of a local historical
society was born by a group of dedicated Eden Prairie
residents. A meeting was held on February 23, 1969 at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Anderson. Helen Anderson
called the meeting to order and led a discussion about “the
possibility of organizing an Eden Prairie Historical Society.”
Minutes were taken and became our Society’s earliest
written records.
That was fifty years ago. So, starting right now and all
next year we will be celebrating the Historical Society’s
Semicentennial Anniversary with applause, appreciation
and thanks to all the members and friends who have made
it possible. The current Board of Directors is committed
to launching another 50 years and they embrace Mrs.
Anderson’s words, “We live in the present but also in the
past and the future. The past is simply a stepping stone to
the future.”
The fledgling Historical Society wasted no time after
voting to officially organize in 1969. Within months,
minutes testify to discussions: on developing Articles of
Incorporation and Bylaws; identifying, designating and
protecting historic sites and; election of officers. On July

29, 1970 the 35 society members elected the following:
President, Calvin Anderson; Vice President, Albert Picka;
Secretary, Carol Hone and; Treasurer, Homer Raguet (who
reported that Society assets totalled $122.25). Also five
committees were established: the Program Committee,
Records and Accessions Committee, Membership
Committee, Publicity Committee and Refreshments
Committee.
The historic sites they wanted to protect are an interesting
list in many ways.
“Old Grist Mill (section 26); the oldest house (owned by
George Herman); sites of 5 schools; locations of post
offices (Starring PO at the Morely farm, Tuckey PO at
the Tuckey farm, Rowland PO (so named for the area
in North Scotland - located where Sutton home now
stands), and the Washburn PO in Miller Store, County
Rd 4 and Scenic Heights Rd); and site of battle between
Sioux and the Chippewa, near Sever Peterson’s farm.”
The early meetings, almost without exception, included
a program at which a member or guest would give a talk,
followed by refreshments (hence the Program, Publicity
and Refreshments Committees). Meeting flyers included
with the minutes like the one below, announced that the
upcoming meeting would be open and interesting.
The Eden Prairie Historical Society invites you to attend
the first Fall meeting
Sunday, October 12 [1969], 2:30 Village Hall
Featuring talks on:
• Minnesota Valley Restoration Project
• The Sioux Uprising of 1858
• and an Eden Prairie Antiques Display
Plan to attend.
Bring a friend.
Fun snippets! These old Society minutes are a treasure
trove of ideas and inspiration. Not easily accessed, because
the minutes are on old microfilm, but we will continue to
share tidbits.

2018 heritage preservation award

THANKS AGAIN, SEVER

At the May 15 City Council meeting, the 2018 Heritage
Preservation Award was presented to Severin Peterson
III for his personal dedication to historic preservation
in Eden Prairie. The award, presented by Mayor Nancy
Tyra-Lukens and Heritage Preservation Commission chair
Steve Olson, also recognized the Peterson multi-generational family’s legacy in the community … as Eden Prairie
citizens and farmers … since 1899. Our honoree and his
wife, Sharon, live in the farmhouse his parents built in
the 1920s and currently own 300 acres in the Minnesota
River bottoms. Sever and Sharon’s two grown sons and
wives are now the fourth generation of Petersons working as Eden Prairie farmers.
Sever Peterson has served on the Eden Prairie Historical Society Board of Directors and is now an Honorary EPHS Board Member. He continues to be an active
Society member, friend and supporter. For instance,
the genesis for the Eden Prairie Historical Society’s Oral
History Project came during the Society’s 2012 Annual Meeting. Sever was the keynote speaker that year
and so engaged his audience that the attendees began
to share family recollections of life in Eden Prairie. To
all sitting in the Cummins parlor that day, it was obvious that “we’d better get these stories written down.”

The Board of Directors at the Preservation Award
Ceremony from top left: Norm Rogers, Jan Lacy,
Valerie Ross, Jeanne DeSantis, Kathie Case,
Ann Higgins, Katie Qualey, Sever Peterson, Barb
Kuhlman and Paul Thorp
From that conversation the ongoing Oral History Project
was launched the following year.

working on the storage, cataloging and data management of our collection

EDEN PRAIRIE HISTORICAL SOCIETY ARCHIVES
Archivist Arthur G. Doughty said, “Of all our national
assets, archives are the most precious; they are the gift
of one generation to another and the extent of our care
of them marks the extent of our civilization.”
The Eden Prairie Historical Society’s wide-ranging
collection of papers and objects is an irreplaceable
resource. The Museum and Conservation Committee
is dedicated to: discovering and collecting material and
items to add to the EPHS archives which may help to
illustrate our history; providing for the preservation of

such materials; and making the archives accessible to the
community and those doing historical research.
The Society’s archives are housed in our Resource Center
and Museum in the City Center, lower level. The room is
staffed on Mondays from 11:00-1:00 or by appointment.
The Museum and Conservation Committee encourages
you to look for old photographs, diaries, letters, deeds,
wills and inventories that we might copy or receive as a
donation. The more historic resources we have, the more
mysteries we can solve!

Mark Your Calendars

• Thursday-Saturday, November 1, 2 & 3: 3rd Annual Twisted Sister Holiday Sale at the Cummins-Phipps-Grill House,
• Santa’s North Pole Experience at the Cummins-Phipps-Grill House, November 16-December 23. Hours and activities
vary as we get closer to Christmas so please check full schedule on our website, www.edenprairiehistory.org
• Saturday, November 24: Community SHARING TREE Lighting Ceremony at the Cummins-Phipps-Grill House, 6:00 pm
• Saturday, February 2: Valentine’s Day Event: 2:00-4:00 at the Cummins-Phipps-Grill House

president’s message

DEAR MEMBERS

This Fall Newsletter brings attention to our 50th
Anniversary in 2019!

tell me its not true ...

TIME FOR HARVESTING ICE
Harvesting Ice by Howard Good
from Eden Prairie, The First 100 Years, page 109

The Eden Prairie Historical Society was founded
in 1969 by Helen Holden Anderson. Helen had
been a Board member with the Hennepin County
Historical Society and gathered information
as to how to begin a Historical Society in her
beloved Eden Prairie. Her true inspiration was
her husband Calvin Anderson. The Anderson
family had a rich heritage of Eden Prairie pioneer
stories. Helen began to gather the stories of
the many descendants of folks that settled here
in the late 1850’s. The photos, documents and
artifacts are the foundation of Eden Prairie
Historical Society’s collections, stored in the
Resource Center and Museum at City Hall.

“Keeping food from spoiling has always been a problem. The
pioneer women used the lakes and streams and later the cellar
beneath their houses. The invention of the icebox called for
cakes of ice. Many farmers built ice houses and insulated them
with sawdust and wood chips. They harvested ice on nearby
lakes, hauled it home and packed it in the ice houses with layers
of sawdust between the cakes.

Over the years I was able to call on Helen for
help and guidance. She was a strong, wise and
kind woman. It was a privilege to know her.
Helen sketched and shared a picture of Eden
Prairie’s past for all that live here today and will,
in the future.

The company then built a big ice house on Riley’s Lake in Eden
Prairie. It was sixty by two hundred feet in size and four stories
high. The exterior had double walls. The interior was divided into
double walled sections. Sawdust was poured in between these
double walls. This ice house was located just down the hill and
across the tracks from the Howard Good home. Howard remembers the days of harvesting ice, ‘The third story of our house was
made into a bunkhouse. There was an outside stairway that led
up to this third story. We boarded up to forty men at a time.’

The Historical Society launches our year-long
anniversary celebration with a special event at
the Historic Cummins-Phipps-Grill Homestead.
On Saturday evening, November 24th at 6:00 we
will sponsor the first-ever Community SHARING
TREE Lighting Ceremony. The tree is being
donated by the Optimist Club. Santa will have the
Cummins-Phipps-Grill House open for children to
visit. We are inviting all of our local non-profits to
attend and hang an ornament to represent their
organization. Mark your calendars; we’re very
excited to be bringing the community together!
The Food Truck will be on site and we will be
collecting donations for The Prop Shop, PROP
and/or Toys for Tots.
The Historical Society Board of Directors now
boasts 14 enthusiastic board members! We are
honored that Paul Thorpe, Barb Kuhlman, Tom
Achartz, Kelley Regan and Suzanne Berg have
recently joined us.
Hope to see you soon at our upcoming events.
Warmly,

Kathie

Clean ice was needed for the homes in the city and also for the
growing railroad system with its newly invented refrigerated
boxcars. To meet this need the Cedar Lake Ice Company was
founded in 1878 in Minneapolis. Ice was harvested from Cedar
Lake. But the city did not like ice houses for they felt the sawdust
was a fire hazard.

The ice was usually harvested late in December and January.
By February it started to honeycomb. When the lake froze to a
depth of sixteen to twenty inches, teams of horses were brought
to the lake. They were hitched to ten-foot-wide snow scrapers
which removed the snow to the shore. Next a baseline, which
had to be perfectly straight, was scored on the ice by a horsedrawn plow knife. Parallel cuts were then made twenty-eight
inches from the baseline and twenty-eight inches apart until the
ice field was scored.
A channel was made to the ice house. The ice blocks were guided into this channel and then up into the building on a conveyor
system called a “gallery.” It consisted of heavy, endless chains
with hooks and iron separator bars attached to them for gripping
the ice blocks. This was operated by a big gasoline engine. Along
the front of the building were platforms where the men stood
and guided the ice blocks from the conveyor and distributed
them in the big rooms. All sections of ice were heavily covered
with sawdust.”
The threat of fire was real. This ice house burned in 1912.

fun and informative research

THE MYSTERY OF THE MISSING MONUMENT
The opening paragraph of an April 14, 1949 Hennepin Co.
Review article read, “Location of the old log school-house
in Eden Prairie, which served both as the town hall and
church in an early day, will be marked this summer as a
historical site, with an appropriate monument, as a special Centennial year project of the John Prescott chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolution.” What? Where?
Good questions!

member Paul Thorp has found a land deed, dated June
11, 1889, transferring land from Archibald Anderson to
the Trustees of School District No. 55 in Hennepin County.
Thorp also found a current layout of the Eden Prairie
Center area, marking the spot where the schoolhouse
once stood. The Hennepin Co. Review article concludes
with “A huge boulder from the James Anderson farm will
be placed at the spot of the old log school and a tablet
commemorating the courage and spirit of the early pioneers will be placed thereon this summer by the DAR.”
So “what” and “where” is this DAR monument? The huge
boulder? The plaque? Board member Bob Cass went
looking for answers. He contacted the John Prescott chapter (Minneapolis) of the DAR. The DAR research located
the annual treasurer’s report, dated May 1950, which
stated that the “collection [of $30.00] for Eden Prairie’s
Memorial Plaque was returned to contributors.” No
plaque or monument! No explanation.

The article of course refers to the old Anderson log
schoolhouse which is thankfully well documented. There
is a wonderful photo of children standing in front
of the school built of logs on the James Anderson
farm. History tells us that it was built in 1857, only
the second school erected in Hennepin County.
Soon there would be schoolhouses on farmland
owned by the Goulds, Jarretts and Wolfs, one in
each tidy quadrant of the newly organized town
of Eden Prairie. By the 1880s the town’s population and prosperity had grown and the efficiency
of the log buildings had diminished. It was decided
that four new white clapboard schools would be
built on the same sites to replace the log schools.
Eden Prairie’s 1879 map shows the location of
the school building for district #55. EPHS board

Somewhat disappointing results to the mystery of the
missing monument but the process was fun and informative. Thank you Paul and Bob. Do you think we should
revitalize the idea of a monument, 70 years later?

With the responsibility to protect its past, the Society’s mission is to: gather, preserve and protect Eden Prairie’s
historic artifacts and memorabilia; share the stories of its people and places with audiences of all ages; and foster
an understanding and appreciation for historic preservation.
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